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Cities are humanity’s elixir, they are where our
cultural, social and economic heritage develop.
The greatest scientists, authors, poets, sculptors
and artists of every period have stemmed from
cities. Social movements that affected history
arose in cities and it was city residents who
formulated the economic theories that have led
humanity forward.

Israeli cities are no exception. Israel’s cities
currently lead its cultural and scientific realms as
well as the processes that form Israeli society.
Theater and cinema developed in cities and it is
there that they flourish. Scientific and medical
research is carried out in cities and universities
are part of the city. The driving force behind the
Israeli economy and government is the city, as
is the case throughout the world.

92% of Israel’s citizens live in urban communities,
thus we must strive to make cities into places
that offer residents a high standard of living and
abundant opportunities for all.

Urbanism is not an issue that belongs solely to
professionals who plan cities or to mayors.
Urbanism is close to all our hearts. Strengthening
urbanism and the prosperity of our cities will
contribute to the personal success of every Israeli
resident, as well as to our economic, social and
cultural success as a nation.

A number of organizations, whose vision is to
improve the quality of urban life in Israel and
develop a caring, prosperous, viable urban
environment, have been actively promoting this
vision during the past five years.

Members of these organizations believe that a
significant change in the quality of urban life in
Israel can be brought about by implementing a
plan that will prevent degeneration and neglect
in city centers, promote local development rich
in opportunities for all and democratic planning
processes that include city residents in decisions
that affect their futures.
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A high quality urban environment is one that offers
a wide variety of opportunities and activities,
allowing everyone easy access to everyday needs
without having to use a car. Such an environment
provides public transportation and encourages
walking and cycling and is planned from a
perspective that honors the local community,
culture, climate and landscape.

The stamp reflects the vision of people and
organizations that work to further urban
renaissance in Israel, and the actions of all who
take part in planning and implementing the
rejuvenation of city centers and to giving the city
back to its residents.

Dror Gershon
Founder and CEO
MIU — Movement for Israeli Urbanism
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